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to Eternal Life, they ought to 
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mate Perſon that ever lived 2 We read indeed St. 


F 
own our lives for the brethren; But this ſeems 


4 


to reſpect his own, and other primitive Confeſ- 


* 


ſors Fate; that in Confirmation of their Do- 


 Arine, and for the Sake of gaining others over 
be Willing to lay 


down their Temporary one ; glad of Martyr- 
dom in ſo good a Cauſe. ' We read alſo of 


Moſes, * praying to be blotted out of the book of 


tbe living, i. e. that he might even ſhare in the 
Deſtruction ; weary. of his Life, and Authority 


over the Children of Iſzae!, if it would not 
pleaſe the Almighty to forgive them that raſh 


conſuming Sin, of making the firſt golden Calf: 
But this was a ſeaſonable devoting his Life, and 
all his Intereſt in, God, to the Publick good. 


It was alſo very generous in Jonas, to facrifice 
his Life, to appeaſe the Storm, and redeem the 
Lives of thoſe he was imbarkt with: A good 


Type of our Sayiour's Love in dying, and 
_ riſing again for us! And the Sacrifice Sampſon 
totally made of his, was from the ſame Motive. 
St. Clement in his famous Epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
-.ans, allures us of many of his Cotemporaries, 
who delivered themſelves into Bonds of Sha- 
very, that they might reſtore others to their Li- 
. berty ; many who hired out themſelves Servants 
unto others, that by their Wages they might” 


„„ Oo none opp gs 


. — aces 2 *r LY " 
* - 


[x John ill. 16. * Exodus xl. 32%ꝗFꝓ⁵ 
"fares T 5 ike 
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feed and ſuſtain them that wanted. Our Apo- 


ſtle alſo, ix. 3. of this 'Fpiſtle, could have 
wiſhd himſelf accurſed from Chriſt for his 

Brethren, the Jews fake ;- if ſuch a Wiſh, and 
ſuch a Figure of his Love could oompaſs 'theit 
Converſion. And of the Galatian Converts 
he bears witneſs f that they would by way of 
Service have pluck d out their Det and given 


| him, had he required it. 


Still, where is he to be met with, who will 
venture fo far, as part with his Life for the 
deareſt Friend, or kindeſt Benefactor that ever 
was heard of? A famous Pair of Friends are faid 
to have perſonated, and ſtrove to undergo. 


Death for each other: But all the Truth of that 


may be no more than poetical Tmagery. Friend- 


' ſhip, notwithſtanding it is ſo very dear and 


engaging, ſuppoſes, and is founded upon Life: 


And if the Rule directs loving another ar our- 


ſelves, he only tranſgreſſes it, who offers up his 
Life, for that is loving better. It was "the 
friendly Mecenas's Obſervation|| ,, That we are 
to ſerve a Friend in every thing conſiſtent with | 


- Friendſhip, but Death is incompatible, is itſelf 
the Death of all terrene Friendſhips. | 
With what Interpretation then receive" we the 

- preſent Scripture 2 ——Suppoſe, if you pleaſe; 
ſome one . oa his * f all for 


— * * 


9» 


rr 5 „ 00 


1 Gal. ir. 15. | 
1 omnia pro amico, dummodo viramus, mors ultima Nn 


5 rerum. 


a good 


, 


whether he would not cheſt deſer ve that Title 
himſelf : Or, what gocd Man would ſuffer any 
other xo / undergo it, without à like; which in 
this Caſe, is an impeſſible Return 2 IA Exceſs 
commendable in nothing ſo muchas in th 
Caſe-of Gratitude Or Ingraxitude, is that {@ 
deteſtable, that We ought, to do,, ſuffer any 
thing, Death itſelf, rather than incur it? Sond 
Return without doubt; we ought to make; my, 
if in our Power, a compleat Requital: But this 
is more than a Requital.. 00 
While we are thas muſinig on the Word 
does not chis appbſite Meaning plainly praſeny 
itſelf to pur Edification? That the -diffuſtvely 
good, the generouſſy kind, the charitable, bo: 
neficent Man, is the moſt valuable Perſon in 


World far beyond the much eſfeem d honeſt; 
juſt Man; And if an thing beſides the Chri- 


ſtian Faiths and the Publick Good, deſerves to 


excite, oræis able to juſtify the Oblation of my 


L.i.ite, it would be the Reſcue and Preſervatiom; 


of; that endear ed Perſon; beneficent in general 
ro! all; to me in particular moſt obliging : It 


Vould be heroick to ſaſe· guard the precious 


Life of that uſefulleſt Benefactor to Mankind, 


Reſolutions © * Til eig dying Man, if 
Dean, but J will not die my ſelf for him; un- 


* s 
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„E Sycour 
Fut e mapni Hominis, aut magne rei, merces. 


my, f* 


HA N A 

am perituro, ſeq ut ipſe non peream, niſi ſi futu- 
212 

eB less 


Thing. 


Should we take the Advice of ſome, who. 
would read the Words with an Interrogation; 
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_E©-leſs by my Death; I can ſave a great 
< Perſon, or become the Price of a great 


they will have the ſame adequate Intendmenr, _ 


and mightily beſides enhance the ' Apoſtle's 
Argument, proceeding manifeſtly here in a 
_ Climax and Gradation. Take then the Inter- 


rogation, and read with à Queſtion: They 
admirably magnify the ſuperlative Kindneſs 
and Love of our Saviour, as coming into this 
ſinful World, as a Lamb among Wolves, to 
die. for Men, who. were neither Righteous ; 


nor Good. For who will die for a Righteous 


Man 2 Nay, who find in his Heart to do fo 
much for a Good Man? Yet Feſus Chriſt 


actually died the Death of Pain, and Shame, 
for us, who were neither: So it follows in the. 
next Verſe; But God commended; his laus to u 
(a prodigious Commendation it is . in h 
while we were yet ſmners, Chriſt died fur us. 
Either way, we have, you ſee, in. this 
Paſſage a diſtinguiſhing Preference deſignedlx 


r 


given to Charity above Juſtice: It haing a 


common thing with the Spirit of God aud 
Goodneſs in other Holy Scriptures to-ſinglg - 
out this Virtue, and ſer this Chriſtian Excals - 
| kencefaremoſ of all the reſt; for the'Imitax - - 

tion of Chriſtians. But na where, I things 
is the Eſteem and r "LS 


tc Ai RSSIZ E- SER MO N. 


it, ſo remarkably endeared to a living Man, 
as in this inſtant Scripture.  _ 

And T hope you are of Opinion, that i it 
7 5 a fair Occaſion, of = 


| 1 'Endeavouring to nds Character 
of the Righteous, and of the Good 
Man, ſingly and apart. 

u. Of drawing the Compariſon bm 
Them, that we may better perceive how 
much the Good Man deſerves the Prefe- 
reno, 

i. Of confdering; what Duty — Grati- 
_ tude is due to this Good Man, couched 


under the "Expreſſion of ie to die 


for. him. PC 0 nf 
| =; rſt, 'My firſt Elend a is to n 
oY G4 as to . Righteous Man; my Text 
does not oblige me to ſpeak of him in the 
whole Latitude of the Word : But reſtrains 


me to conſider him only in the Duties and 


Offices that relate to his Neighbour, Man- 
kind He is one then, who exactly 
practiſes common Juſtice and moral Honeſty ; 
juſt and true in all his Dealings; hurts no 
body's Perſon, Name, ot Circumſtances by 


; Word, or Deed 5 pays all their juſt Dues 


claimable by any Law, or Cuſtom, of the 
Country, or Place where he ſojourns: What- 


ö oor things are e are true, are juſt, he 


. | tranſacts 


1 
\ 
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tranſacts fairly and impartially, whether to- 
wards Superiors, Equals, or Inferiors. Tri- 
bute to whom Tribute; Cuſtom to whom, 
Cuſtom; Fear to whom Fear; Honour to 
whom Honour. He ſcorns to defraud or 
over- reach the Simpleſt, though he could do 
it ſafe of all Diſcovery; being Honeſt out of 
Conſcience, not merely for a Name. Were 
there no municipal Laws, he would be full as 
juſt as he is; governing himſelf by that uni- 
verſal Reaſon and Equity, which is the mo- 
ral Virtue of all written Laws. Are there 
any Flaws in making, or Quirks in executing; 
ſuch Laws? He would ſtill take no Advantage 
thereof. He maketh not fluctuating Opinion 
to be the Rate of eternal Good and Evil. 
Nor the Combinations of the ſelf-defigning,: 


or the zeal-deceiving, or deceived: ( fo oſten 


contradictory to one another) to be the ab- 
ſolute Meaſure, and true Scale of Honeſiy, 
but rather its Miſnomer, and a deſigning Par- 
tiality among Men. Where, and when, he. © © 
is obliged to ſpeak, he ſpeaks the plain, un- 
quivocating Truth, rather than flatter any, 

or occaſion one to be deceived; not aſham d. 


of God's Teſtimonies even before Kings 


With the Pſalmiſt, he wor kerb rigbtesuſneſ, | 
and ſpeaketh the truth from bis heart, pun 


(2 


72 2 ö — nn ore nes 
* Pſalm xv. 
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ctually keeps bis word and promi ſe, though 
to bis own hurt be changes N09. 2 
pfaiſe-worthy is he in common Eſteem; that 
ve ſeem tò comprize all Worth, when we call 
2 Perſon right honeſt man. 
re . this is a Virtue previdutly fun- 
damental of all the ſocial Virtues, and ever “ 
will be the moſt indiſſ penſible in Society. It 
is plain, Charity ay 4 all obliging Goodneſs | 
can have no other Bafis, as a Virtue among 
Men, diſtinguiſſi d in their Properties; 
ſeeing nothing can be charitable to any one, 
but What is firſt juſt to all. When Mankind 
form d themſelves into Societies, and ſeparate | 
Properties, where could there Have been | 
found any Enjoyment of any Right or Pro- 
perty, without a mutual Confidence of not 
invading or diſturbing one the other? When 
firſt that encroaching, unſociable Self. Intereſt 
induced ſome to be falſe, others unjuſt, 
then aroſe written Laws ( and out of them 
Jud ger, and Furie s,) as Barriers and Boun- 
daries, to ſecure every one their own, and 
puniſh the violent, or crafty Intruder into 
Ssther Peoples. So that from the Abun- 
dance of deviſed Methods of neglecting 1 
this Virtue; ſprang all the voluminous Laws 
__ -» . throughout the World, which, one way or 
Other, concern little elſe but meum and 
tum. ö | 
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With what abiding firmneſs ſubſiſt all 
Leagues, „ and Alliances, Intercourſe, and 
Commerce between Nation and Nation 3 
when they ſubſiſt on this Virtue? 

Vet this neceſſary Virtue muſt give Place 


to Charity, as we ſhall fee by and by. 


There is an odd Notion of Honeſty luck d 
in, as I may ſay, among a Sort "of Men, 
which T don't know whether I had beſt in- 
timate, or not; unleſs the bare Hinting 
may be ſufficient to expoſe the Injuſtice of 
elipping and abuſing ſo grave and folemn - 
a Word. I mean the Appellation of the 
Honeſt Frllor/; one that minds bis Bottle, 
and troubles himſelf little with other things. 
Is it, becauſe he pays his Reckoniags gene- 
rouſly, conſtantly keeps intments, ex- 
actly gives and takes the fame” Meaſure in 


the Glaſs, calling it witch great Sutisfaction, 


the doing you Justice; whilſt he would 


have you, like himſelf, nieely juſt at Tthoſs 


Oblations to all the circling Heilrhs, though 
to the impairing of his un? Thus by a 


conſtant Courſe of jovial Honeſty, it is tos 


commonly true, that he is robbing his Fa- 
mily of Suſtenance, himſelf of Innobence, | 


and the Publick of his Service. 


To the avoiding this, with ſome Folks: 
reputable, though certainly unjuſt, and actu- 


ally indictable "Ir it is enough to have 
named 


| 14 An A 8 8 1 ZE 8E R M O N. 


no deſirable Sight, let us turn our Eyes, 
r . „ 


tations: With the Pſalmiſt, (xxxvii. 26.) 
be it very merciful, and his ſeed is bleſſed; 
EY be ſpeweth favour, and guides his affairs, of 
3 that nature, with - diſcretion ; takes not up 4 
, Feproach againſt -bis neighbour, nor willingly 


forth by St. Paul, in the moſt engaging Cha- 
puff d up; not behaving itſelf unſeemly ; ſeck- 
ing not ber own ; not eaſily provoked ; thinketh 


n the truth; bearing all things; believing all 
things; hoping all things ; enduring all things 


2 


and lovely in the Eyes of Men. Can he be 
otherwiſe 2 Who looks upon it to be his 
Duty, to lay out his Thoughts, his Time, 


all. He therefore receives good Offices from 


Debts; making the leaſt of what he gives, 


FRY 


1 x, Cor, xiii. 


=? 


named to rational Hearers ——— From him, 


| | Srcondly, To the Good, the Kind, and Be- 
neficent. Man. Him we have the - inſpired 
Writings deſcribing in charming Repreſen-; 


_ » flangers him. His lovely Diſpoſitions are ſet. 


reQeriſticks ; as ſuffering long and is kind; 
enuying not; vaunting not itſelf ; not 792 


no evil ; rejoyceth not in intquity, but rejoyceth 
And is, in ſhort, all things excellent 
his Means in doing all the good he can, to 


others, as Favours; does them himſelf, as 


{ 


* f 


\ 
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and the moſt of what he receives. He will 
ask nothing of another that is inconvenient 


for him to grant; but you oblige him moſt, 
good Man, by asking, i. e. giving him an 


Opportunity of diſcharging his pleaſant 


Duty: He would even be glad to prevent 
your Requeſt, if he could know your Want. 
They who need, and they who receive his 


ready Benefits ſeem to him not much infe- 


rior to Benefactors. He lends to ſome ſort 
of Induſtry hoping for nothing again; and 
gives to other ſome, deſiring no Return, 
but to be inform d how he may do you 
further Services. If he moderately labours 
after an addition of worldly Goods, it is 
as much for others ſake as his ow: for the 


Advantage principally of extending his Be- 


neficence farther, of being more ' hoſpitable 
to Strangers; more liberal to the Poor; and 
more aſſiſting to his Friends. Whatever 


may be ſaid to enjoy them, and enjoy them 
too W ithout Envy, ſeeing all theſe in good 
meaſure; partake with him. When any ap- 
ply to him for Service, he promiſes not fo 
much as he performs, being ſnort in nothing 


but doing leſs than he threatens; and per- 


forms with ſo frank and condeſcending * 


Air (if to an inferior ) as if he valued the 


Perſon, as much as the Duty. If he redeives 
from, and becomes obliged to Superiors, it 
| | 1s 


16 An AS SIZ E-SERM ON. 
is ever upon Principles of Honour, and the 
after merit of maintaining a perpetual Gra- 
titude. Whatever he himſelf gives or grants, 
he does it freely, and ſoon, and ehearfully; 
not clogging the Benefit with hard Con- 
ditions, nor abating it with long Expecta- 
tions, or ſeeming Unwillingneſs, or Repen- 
tance afterwards. When he can't ſerve 
you himſelf, he preſently engages fome 
Friend or Acquaintance to accompliſh your & 
Dteſire; if no way in his Power to grant 
| . -your- Requeſt, he then anſwers with ſuch 
| | Concern and Courteſy, that you find your 

| ſelf even obliged with the manner of his 

| Denial. f | 7 175 og E amnihhe O -, | | 
| And what crowns all with double Luſtre, I. 

he ſays and does theſe things without the 1, 
leaſt Affectation, in ſtudied Concealment and > 

| Obſcurity; not letting his Right Hand know ?- 

38 what his Left is doing; not his next door 

4 rich Neighbour on the one Hand, if on the 

| other lives an indigent Family that ſubſiſts | | 
0 bn private Charity; often relieving Wants, 1 
and the Shame of begging, at the ſame time, = 
by Supplies from an unknown Hand. Within 
himſelf whilſt he enjoys the Conſcience of 
theſe good Deeds, (Which ges Sublimity © ], 
to his Mind, and to his Boſom the'greateft 1 
rejoycing,) he ſhuns Applauſe from Men _=_— 
(tor chat is very often leaſt acceptable where 
24 T DON r 155M f 
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tit is moſt deferved)) but by induſtriouſly 


ſhunning., merits it the more. Divine 
Humility ! Great celeſtial Uſe of Reaſony 
where-ever ſeen! Which Men may juſtly 
admire; can never ſufficiently commend; 
but Heaven will amply reward hertafter. 
While he is here on Earth, let us con. 
verſe' a little in the Company df this en. 
| Baging Mari, that you may be further des 
ighted, and inſpired to Imitation, with ob- 
ſerving how the Benevolence of his good 
Nature ſhews it ſelf; in ſaying, and doing 
whatever he judges will entertain, by ad- 
vantaging you moſt: For 48 St. Paul re. 
quires, he does not pleaſe bimſelf; but his 
neighbour to edification. Upon ferious Sub- 
jeas, which he is not untnindful to in 
troduce, he ſeaſons his Diſcourſe with Grace, 
and applies the Methods of : conciliating , 
Favour and Acceptance. Upon indifferent 
ones (for he complies with all innocent 
Humours and Faſhions) diſplays Chearfulneſs 
and Eaſineſs rather than any upbraiding Su- 
periority of Knowledge: More intent upon 
heating others, than to the Opportunity of 
ſpeaking himſelf. To give every one the 
acceptable Opportunity of ſewing them 


| _ ? 
Mu, ” 
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ſelves, is to him a delicate Satisfaction; 
for the ſame Apoſtle teaches him + not to 


look on his own. things, hut on the r hingt 


alſo of ot bers. He never diſputes with a 


mere Deſign to contradict, but ſometimes 


to miſtruſt;himſelf; always for Truth, never 
for Victory: Therefore manages without 
Heat or Paſſion; ingenuouſly- retracts an 
Error, and owns himſelf convinced. The 


ſolteſt Words with the ſoundeſt Arguments 
be knows of, are his Method with thoſe who - 


diſſent from him in Civil or Religious Opi- 


nions. Seldom uſes Raillery, knowing when 


ſharp, it is as hard to be born by ſome, as 
ay open Injury. He never obſerves upon, 
nor | 
his Pity and Regards being ſolely to their 
moral voluntary ones, the only Deformi- 
ties that are ſhameful. He envies none 


preferr d before him in a Competition; 


and ſeorns every ungenerous Method to ſup- 
plant his Rival, though provoked to it. 
He ſpeaks the true Ill of no Man that de- 


ſerves it, unleſs. the greater Good of others 
neceſſitates it. In matters of Ceremony he 
| gives P lace to all, who Will take it in Ho- 


nour, preferring others, and eſteeming them 


N 
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better than himſelf „ 2s" in Duty bound 

When he gives Advice, as to the Young* 
and Ignorant, he delights i in Opportunities, 
but rarely to others, where he has not the 
Impreſſion of Authority to add to it; but when 
ask 0, he does it in the beſt Seaſon and Man- 
ner, and without Self. Intereſt; mutually 
asks it himſelf, and receives it thankfully: 


| hears of his own Faults with all the Calmneſss 


of Patience, but impatiently amends them. 
The Faults or Misfortunes of all he knows, 
or hears of, affect him with Concern, and 
their Proſperity with rejoyeing: Whoever 
has good Fortune, he makes it his own 
by Sympathy. And thoſe tliat are in Pri- 
ſon, Sorrow, Need, 'Stoknels, or any other 
Ad verſity in Mind, Body, or Eſtate, he by 


himſelf or others, viſks with his Aids er | 


betrering their Condition. 

In Friendſhip he is moſt” alftctionately 
faithful without too many Profeſſions: of 
his being ſo: He goes to feaſt with his 
Friend (where every thing is a Feaſt 


but makes much more haſte” to his Mif- 


fortunes; his Feet by the Direction of the 


Pſalmiſt, being firifcey” to do, than receive 


good. 

Ia his Family you ſee u; indulgent. 
to, and not the leſs provident for the princi- 
pal, and every other Intereſt of his lo- 

Cz ving 
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up Kindyed ; treating his Servants, as 
owing he himſelf has equally a Maſter 
| 455 fo in Heaven; and they reciprocally obey · 
him chearfully, hardly deſiring greater Li- 
berty, and as faithful to his Intereſts, as 
them owa. His Mercy and Tenderneſs ex- 
... terids even to brute Beaſta, and they fare: if 
the better for it. 
7 xv Saree him laſtly . ſerving his Caamery,] 
and you will be pleas d in ſeeing how much 
he forgoes his own Eaſe and Quiet when - 
eber or wherever calld tg its Service. A 
ſteady incorruptible Zeal for that ſo much 
inſpire his: Conduct, that no Hazard, no 
Burthen, no Expenee is declined For its. 
lake, If employed in the higher. Spheres | 
of Fruſt or Profit, he diſcharges with the 4 
grrateſt Diligence, and Dißatereltedneß: In 
© every Thing, upon all Emergencies, it is 
2 Matter of Concience to him; to ſeek, his 
own: Intere only in Swhordingtion to that 
of the Publick; ſhort of Which, he knows, |. 
he cannot elaim the Name of Hongſt; —4 
in fulfilling that Character, the true Meaſure 
cf Publick:Spiritedneſs in him, how much 
does he with the worthy Founders of great 
Families in all Ages, deſerve univerſal. Ap- 
plauſe As dong, as ho eontinues in ſuch pre- 
 Earious Stations, lie tlrereſore loſes no Op- 
4 501 ian n 00 good he can ; — 
cauſe 


tt 
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_ cauſe he neither | courted; nor accepted the 


Power, for any other End, comparably” to: 
that, of indulging himſelf the glorious; div 
vine Pleaſures of promoting rhe good of 
others: He is ſo truly devoted tro the 
Publick Welfare in every” Stage and Sta- 
tion of his Liſe, as to oom the only Prin. 
ciples of that in our t happy Eſta. 

bliſhment, and be; led by mo Party) 90 Per- 
ſon, any: further; aſtiſting alb'he- ea; but 
never retrograde to its Hroſperit — 
none the Hodour: of ee the ; 


F 


Hit, E f | 167% 81 do Oy — 
If he is Stained to any holy e * 
he tales carr 20 brighten the Faithfulieſs - 


of teaching the Truth 4! it is Jes, 
and as it belongs to fuchi a” Steward df he 

— Exem ance; an exemplary Goodneſs; 
| Love to Souls recommends. 
his Maſter's! recepts: the better; und the 
Charms of his on con formabe Cohver- 
fation gives life and! force. to his Dif- 
eourſes beyond any Language: If the Opi- 

aion of his Probity give weight to" his 
Words, chat diffuſive Perſuaſion follows 


captive from the Knowledge of- his diffuſve 


Charity ? His Moderation "and Mercy, his 
Peaceableneſs and Patience, liis gener Kind- 

neſs to Mankind, his great Affectton to his 
S Good, and his: carrying on the 


true 
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true Intention of the Bible for promoting 
that, are fo far from giving offence in any 
thing that the Miniſtry be not blamed; 
that it occaſions it to be eſteemd as a 
moſt uſeful Function: Becauſe he exerts 


the ſame upon any Criſis of Danger to the 

Proteſtant Religion or Britiſh Liberties, for 
recovering his fellow Subjects to an Under- 
ſtanding of their own Happineſs; under the 


Bleſſing of our preſent Settlement: Teaching 


them the ever conſtant Religion of living 


in peaceable Submiſſion to Governors, of 
fearing God, honouring the King, and loving 
one another. + 7 Drove ad 7 


Thus have we bſerved the beneficial and: 


engaging Conduct of this emphatical good 


Man inſthe Text, in every Station of Life ; 


and obſerving, muſt needs love him: And 
Love will diſpoſe us (if any thing can) 
to ſuffer even Death for his ſake And 


we ſhall be the more confirmed in this 
Diſpoſition, eſpecially of undergoing it ra- 


ther for him, than the ſtrictly Righteous 
Man, when we have compared them a 
little together: Which was my Second En- 
II. To draw the Compariſon between 
them, that we may the better per- 
ceive how much the Good Man de- 

bn ſerves 
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ſerve the Preference: The comparing 
Excellencies is the brieteſt Way of di- 
ſtinguiſning them. bibs 


If we tale our Riſe at the Fountain- 
Head of theſe Virtues, and conſider, them 
in the Original, whence they derive, 1 
mean the Deity it ſelf; there, Mercy and 
Goodneſs have the Preeminence over all 
J. the reſt. It rejoyceth againſt Judgment, to 
the enlargingthe Almighty's Diſtributive, and 
to the reſtraining his vindictive ſuſtice; in the 


' 


4 aſtoniſh and confound us, by over: reaching 
18 ours; his Power, and Juſtice affright us, 


in our Guilt; his Holineſs only upbraid 
and diſguſt us with our own - Vileneſs 
and Unworthineſs: If infinite Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion did not ſtep in, to ſweeten and 
conciliate them all unto us. By freely pro- 
fering Grace and Pardon upon eaſy Condi- 
tions, even the Imitation of that ſame Good. 
neſs and Mercy; that fa imitating, homo 
. homini Deus ſit; that we endeavour to be 
W perfect in that, as he is perfect 4 that We 
1 imitate, as far as our Imperfections will 
admit, that ſuperabundant Mercy of his, 
* hich is, Cas one wen expreſiis ie al- 
»< ways ready for thoſe wha defire it, al- 
Tang? 1 2 Ways 
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there. Uſe ſolely here, and leave us at the 
Grave; only Charity goes along with us; . | 
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ways finds out thoſe that ſeelr it, oft 
* ſtands in the way of thoſe who would 


« avoid it, and overtakes them that fly 
« from it”. It is this which renders the 
Godhead' ſo arhiable ſo | adorable; this 
which” charms us into a Fear of his Diſ⸗ 
pleaſure, and Obedience to his Law's ; this 
which leads, or ſhould lead all Men to 
Repentance, and opens their Mouth wide 
in his Praiſe. In ſhort, his Goodneſs ren- 
ders him a God to Mankind, and to us 
conſigns that very Name; It is that whiclt 
conſtitutes him our F ather, our Creatory 


our Redeemer, our Preſerver, our Rewar- 


der. | u 0 
Beſides, Love — Charity are not only 
the Way and Means, but the remaining 


Entertainments of future Bliſs. Juſtice ; 
Hope, Faith, and all other Virtues have 


and continues for ever, as it begins o 

Heaven here. For it is not our mere ho- 
neſt Dealings that gives a Title or Aſſui 
yance now; ſeeing we know only that 'we 
baue paſſed from death to life, by our lovk 
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| hereafter, at the great Audit of Accounts: 
But feeding the hungry, cloathing the na- 


ked, viſiting the ſick and impriſoned, doing 


all the good we can in our Generation. 
That being the Buſineſs Chriſtians are to 


think themſelves placed in Society to ac- 


compliſh. . For. that glorious Intent our Sa- 
viour himſelf condeſcendet| to come into 
this World; and the neareſt Repreſenta- , | 


tive he has left behind on Earth, is the 
Perſon that does moſt good to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men. We his Followers 
are obliged to imitate his Buſineſs, of daing 


good, and not take up with the barren Vir- 


tue, of doing no harm in the World. That, 
though the great Branch of Juſtice, is ra- 


ther to be innocent than virtuous: But to 


oblige and benefit all in our Power, is the 


Glory and Compendium of all Virtues 


the Topick of all Praiſe ; the ſummary, Le. 7 
ſon of Moſes and the Prophets, of Chriſt 


and the Apoſtles; for he that lovetb bis 


neighbour r ful Hils the whole Law. | | 
The juit;Man (if I am not tedious) is 
deſcribed, rigidi ſervator honeſti, one that 


without due regard to Circumſtances and 


the Equity of Things: And ſo becomes in 


the great Preachers Senſe, Righteous over 
. i. e. often injurious, without the Per- 


D . 
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governs himſelf by a Set of inflexible Rules, 
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ſonal Chancery of Goodneſs and Cantior, 


| rently to qualify and make atfowances.  - 


Wit, and Learning, and Riches; and Pow- 
er; and "high Deſcent, and Beauty, and 
Sttength, and Valour, deſtiture of GO 

neſs, become undefwable Things. Foraſ- 
much as tot one of chem ever ſecures to 

where there- is not fome competent degree 

of Goodneſs diſpenſing each of them. But 
a great deal of this laſt, even wich very 
little of thofe Advantages, is able to wil 
tlie Heart with an Opinion of Worthineſs, 


add with a ſecret Reverence. 80 that what 


is truly Praiſe-worthy i any of the for- 
this, Hence the ſtrictliy Juſt Governor, or 
Magiſtrate, has indeed oor Feur, Wliilſt the 
good and clement commands ot Love, 
wich commands all the Obedience of a 
Man. The Auſterity of the former keeps 

; you at awful Diſtance : The ſweet Eourte- 


fy and endearing Affability of the lat-⸗ 
tkter, irteſiſtibly makes way into the Opini- 


ons and Affections of thoſe who are ſo 
happy to addreſs him. - For onè commands 


_ _  .. Imperibuſſy when he is in Authority; 


whilſt the other, void of the Inſolence of 
Office, rather intreats and heſeeches; which 
gives him but the greater Authority: And 
"1. LAS] an 


An ASS IZ EK-SERMON. 27 
an Authority ſo founded, the mare cally . 
roles others with their own Canſent, at 


the ſame time it loſes nothing of its e- 
per Reſpect and Homage. But the wicked 
in Place, i. e. they who neglect or per- 


vert the publick Ends of tbeir Station, 
have: nothing but our outward Reſpect 


for a Seaſon; and that is rather paid to 


their Poſt, than. their -Perſan. The guſt. 
Magiſtrate chaſtiſes with Severity, the. got 
executes Puniſhment with a benevalent 
Intent, for reclaiming the Oſlender, if pot 
ſible, as well as for a Terror to athers ; 


Puniſhment taking place, after gentler 


Means have been defeated. One believes 
none Criminal but .bpon evident Guilt.; 


the other would always ſpare Criminals, 15 5 5 


the publick Safety would permit. 
Common . Juſtice and Judicatories 1 . 


dreſs the Injuries of thoſe who can help o 1 
. themſelves by a Cauriſe of Law; Good. 


neſs the Wants and Wrongs of thoſe that > I 
N . 


Phe Rightoous Man. gives every one . . 
what is their rightful own ;.the Charitable 


outdoes him, he Sives more „ in giving 
What is bis own moreover; and when he 


conferr d one Kindneſs, does not wait N 
for a Return, ſtill going on to beſtow a 
| _— a Third ; ; nor yet the Ie 


e of 
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SIZE"SERMON. 
of the Receiver makes him weary of Well- 
doing. The other barters for Kindneſs, 
and puts his Benefits out to Uſe, thinking 
one good Turn deſerves another; and makes 
ſo much haſte to return an Obligation, 
that it looks as if he ſcornd to be be- 
r e 

The Juſt (becauſe he gives all their 

Dues) diſpraiſes thoſe freely, who deſerve 
it: The Good Man conceals the ill he knows, 

and finds ſome pretty Excuſe for the Faults 

the other divulges. 7 

One expects Praiſe on the other Hand, 

as à Tribute to his Merit: The other declines 
nothing ſo much, expecting his Euge and 

Applauſe from other Hands. 

The firſt keeps his Promiſe punctually: 
The ſecond is commonly better. So he keeps 
3 — as well : But this don't care to hear 
them. LES 


- 


Ihe auſtere upright Man is ſuſpicious 
of his Dependants, upon flight Appearances, 
and thereby gives them the firſt determi- 
ning Reaſon of being ill in good earneſt ; 
—_—_ whilſt the candid Good takes a better way 
== to prevent it, by hoping the beſt, even 
what he has little reaſon to believe. 
BE can forgive the Injuries of an Enemy, 
RR therefore eaſily paſſes over the Miſtakes of 


He 


T1 This 


a * 


commended Virtue, as it ſhines bright iim 
the Light of Chriſtianity, has not only'a a2 ä 
tranſcending Advantage and Pre-eminence ©» Ml 
over Juſtice, and Heathen Ethicks, but over 
all Evangelical Gifts and Graces. If Juſtice :* |Þ 

moſt excellent and amiable in Man. Te. 
the Deity; and is that which ſhines brighteſt” -. Ml 


gives Approbation at the laſt Day; nay, 


paſſionate, diffuſive Influences to the Need 1 


This too makes the firſt Step, and goes 
more than half way towards a Reconci- 
liation upon any Miſunderſtanding: That 
Man ſtands upon Pundtilio's, waiting for 
Conceſſions and Acknowledgments of Faults: © 
To one few Faults are remiſſible; to the 
other all ſorts. If one's Righteouſneſs pro- 
duces him few Adverſaries ; the others 
Good is the more prevalent Way of ovyer= _ 
coming Evil, and converting every ſingle 
Enemy into a Friend, _ OM 


future Happineſs. 


"Temper to the Injurious; never fail to 
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In a word; this never enough to be 


is human; nothing is more divine tan 
Love. It is comprehenſively every thing 


perfects his Nature, renders him moſt like 5 : 1 
there. Ir hides the Multitude of Sins, andi 
is the very Diſpoſition, and beginning of hs 
And in this Life, the Good Man's con. Rs 
and Miſerable ; his benign, meek, forgiving 
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nailiate univerſal good Wil a, make 
10 Abo . - 4 publick 


a U got to the the Welfare 1 5 
- Glory of God, and the ; 
"Rea os appears 


hes of every Fi Frome ers of hearty 
Serv ice Wait his Q ccaſions, and glad are 
The who have. their Gratitude firſt ac- « 
cep Ned When he ſickens, Sadneſs over- 
nde many AS whilſt Fervor wings 
their Prayers for his Recovery. When he 
"dies, che Misfortune js almoſt generally con- 
doſed; and not 2 few ſtrain their 
uence. upon his Character, and oP ubliek of 
1 we W ing nothing mare, than chat the / 
"could record to all ABS, the Excellencies of 


15 this s Me N.. 
And Who. aubts FE if that ,cquld have 


3 


. reſcued him) but ſome would _— been 


1 


wund more particularly .obliged to him, 


bo would even. dared to have died for 
| = ? Which ſhould bring on the 


III. Branch; what Duty and Grariryde is 
4 15 to this Good Man, couched under the \ifle 
Þ of daring to die far him. But 1 
Have A exceeded your Patience. That 


e all be ſumm d up, in laying, wo 
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n As 


it is our trueſt to imitate him dolly. RR. 
our beſt Gratitude, to be as like him a . EY 
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